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Grand Rapids Meeting: 

 

Location: 

Canopy by Hilton - Grand 

Rapids Downtown 

131 Ionia Avenue SW 

Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

 

Time: 

11:30 Social 

12:00 Presentation & Lunch 

 

Cost:  

$30 per person 

This months meeting info: 

 

Dates: 

January 10th & 11th 

 

Speaker: 

Thad Kuzma &  

Joe Hancock  

 

Subject: 

Legionella Filtration - 

FlowTech Systems 

Western Michigan Chapter 

Volume 37, No. 5 

Kalamazoo Meeting: 

 

Location: 

Park Club of Kalamazoo  

219 W. South Street  

Kalamazoo , MI 49007 

 

Time: 

11:30 Social 

12:00 Presentation & Lunch 

 

Cost:  

$30 per person 

January 2024 

Newsletter 

Happy New Year!!! 

Thank you to all of our members for another great year. 

We appreciate all the support we’ve seen and the       

phenomenal turnout at our meetings this past year. Let’s 

keep that momentum going and make 2024 the best 

year yet.  

-West Michigan ASPE Board 

Important Information: 
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Welcome to 2024. I believe our 2023 ASPE went very well, and I hope our members feel 

the same way. A personal big thanks from me to our Board, who do all the heavy lifting to 

keep this ASPE West Michigan Chapter successful. I know that not everyone was excited 

about our change to lunch time meetings, but I believe overall it’s been well received, and 

we plan on continuing with our two lunch time meetings the rest of the year (GR & 

Kzoo).  If you are not sure about when or where we are meeting, please check out our 

website which Jonathan Burke has been doing a wonderful job keeping up to date.  You 

can find a list of our planned lunch meetings for the rest of the year. Highlights for the 

coming winter include this month’s lunch will cover Flow-Tech filtration systems (it’s not 

just temperature) as well as a special guest presenter in Mr. Julius Ballanco joining us in 

March. Mr. Ballanco has been a major contributor, writer, speaker in the plumbing industry 

for the past three decades.  And as we get into the coldest month of the year, it’s a good 

time to think about golfing.  ASPE will once again be hosting a day of golf this coming May 

(date TBD). Lastly, with the start of the new year it’s a good time to make plans and 

schedules.  If you haven’t already, consider taking the ASPE CPD exam. Just search ASPE 

CPD to get more information.  The registration deadline is April 1. 

 

A big thanks for Breanna who setup our wonderful December Meeting.  Great setting for 

the season.  Thanks also to Cody Mack with Caleffi.  Cody gave a wonderful overview of 

balancing domestic hot water systems and covered the various options available to 

engineers; manual, autoflow, and now thermostatic. We look forward to seeing you in 

Grand Rapids on Wednesday and Kalamazoo on Thursday.  

 

Chapter President—Brian Peceny 
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Hello everyone and happy new year!  

The West Michigan ASPE Chapter is blessed for the continued opportunity to educate, 

grow, and give to the local engineering community, and is excited for 2024.  

 

Firstly, I would like to thank our Christmas party host speaker Cody Mack for doing such a 

wonderful job of teaching us about the Caleffi product and the importance of water 

temperature management.              

 

To kick off the new year, the ASPE group welcomes Kevin Brauer & Mark Meyer with 

FlowTech Systems. Kevin & Mark will be educating us on a newer Legionella prevention 

product and why it would benefit you to incorporate it into your next design. 

 

I look forward to seeing you there.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VP Technical—Nick Von Myhr 
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Hello ASPE Members, 

 

We are currently at 93 members in the West Michigan chapter. Please join me in 

welcoming Keara Ritsema to our chapter! 

 

All new members will receive a voucher for a free meeting, redeemable at checkout when 

registering for an event.  

 

For those of you who have a membership expiring by the end of February, you should have 

received an email reminder from the national society already. I will send out follow-up 

reminders to you all as well. 

 

When you are renewing your membership, please be sure to select West Michigan as your 

“home chapter”. Any “at large” members may miss out on communication from the 

chapter.  

 

You can also update your chapter affiliation by logging in to ASPE.org and following My 

Account > My Profile and editing your information.  

 

If you have a coworker interested in joining our chapter, please have them reach out to me 

with questions about membership.  

VP Membership—John Cassady 
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Welcome to 2024!  

 

Here are a couple of opportunities close to us here in West Michigan coming: 

 

The ASHRAE 2024 Winter Conference is in Chicago this year at McCormick Place. In 

addition to the Expo, there are a variety of technical meeting, some of which are available 

at no charge. 

https://www.ashrae.org/conferences/2024-winter-conference-chicago 

 

The 2024 ASPE Convention and Expo is in Columbus, Ohio October 18-23, 2024. There is 

an expo, convention, and educational classes: 

https://expo.aspe.org/ 

 

Both of these events offer CEU’s for those that need them and a great opportunity to keep 

up with current trends.  

VP Education—Tom Kingshott 

https://www.ashrae.org/conferences/2024-winter-conference-chicago
https://expo.aspe.org/
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VP Legislative —Luciana Kayo  

If you design fire suppression systems, you may have at some point questioned the need 

to call out for a stock of spare sprinklers either on your drawings or specifications. The are 

a number of reasons behind this practice, as outlined by the NFPA 13, Standard for the 

Installation of Sprinkler Systems. This article explores the necessity of spare sprinklers, 

their proper storage, and the instances when you need to use the spare sprinklers. 

 

According to NFPA 13 guidelines, a stock of spare sprinklers is mandatory for facilities 

equipped with a sprinkler system. These spare sprinklers serve a vital role in prompt 

replacements, especially in cases where a sprinkler has operated due to a fire, 

experienced accidental discharge, or suffered damage affecting its functionality. Having 

spare sprinklers readily available minimizes system downtime and ensures a quick 

response to maintain fire protection. 

 

A spare sprinkler cabinet should contain the appropriate types and quantities of sprinklers 

based on the system’s size and the type of sprinklers used. NFPA 13 section 16.2.7.5 

specifies the minimum number of spare sprinklers required, ranging from six for facilities 

with fewer than 300 sprinklers to 24 for those with over 1000 sprinklers. Additionally, the 

cabinet must include at least two spare sprinklers of each type used in the system, with 

inventory information properly displayed. 

 

NFPA 13 also emphasizes the importance of using the right tools for sprinkler 

replacement. A sprinkler wrench is a mandatory tool stored in the cabinet, preventing 

damage to the sprinklers during the replacement process. Teflon tape or the appropriate 

type of pipe sealant, another essential item, should also be readily available.  The sprinkler 

cabinet must be located on the premises for quick access and kept in an area with a 

maximum ceiling temperature of 100⁰F for ordinary sprinklers. 
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Knowing when to use spare sprinklers is crucial for maintenance personnel for 

maintaining an effective fire protection system. Several scenarios necessitate sprinkler 

replacement, including incorrect installation orientation, leaks, corrosion affecting 

performance, physical damage, and the presence of detrimental substances like dust or 

grease. Paint on sprinklers, fluid leaks from the glass bulb, and loss of coloring in the 

bulb’s fluid are additional reasons for replacement. After sprinkler replacement, it is 

essential to check for leaks at the system’s working pressure. If more than 20 sprinklers 

are replaced, NFPA 13 mandates a full hydrostatic test. While NFPA 25 requires visual 

inspections annually, proactive monitoring is encouraged. Some sprinklers are easily 

visible from the ground, enabling timely action if any issues arise. 

 

In conclusion, maintaining a stock of spare sprinklers and following NFPA guidelines 

ensures the reliability and efficiency of a facility’s sprinkler system. Regular inspections, 

proper storage, and prompt replacements contribute to a solid fire protection strategy, 

emphasizing the importance of preparedness in emergency situations. 

 

Reference: 

NFPA 13-2022 Standard for the Installation of Sprinkler Systems, Chapter 16. 

NFPA 25-2023 Standard for the Inspection, Testing, and Maintenance of Water-Based Fire 

Protection Systems, Chapter 5. 

 

 

VP Legislative —Luciana Kayo  (continued) 
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VP—MEMBERSHIP 

John Cassady 

AirTech Equipment 

(616) 648 7703 

Jcassady30@gmail.com 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY 

Travis Smith, CPD 

Progressive AE 

(616) 988-4862 

smitht2@progressiveae.com 

 

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 

Jonathan Burke 

Burke Agency 

(616) 217-1399 

jmburke@burkeagency.com 

 

VP—LEGISLATIVE 

Luciana Kayo, CPD 

Comprehensive Engineering 

(616) 737-9227 

lucianak@compeng.com 

 

 

 

PRESIDENT 

Brian Peceny 

Progressive AE 

(616) 365-6541 

pecenyb@progressiveae.com 

 

TREASURER 

Chuck Shoudel, CPD, GGP 

Byce & Associates 

(269) 488-7195 

chuck.shoudel@byce.com 

 

VP—TECHNICAL 

Nick Von Myhr 

GMB 

(616) 322-4713 

nickv@gmb.com 

 

VP—EDUCATION 

Tom Kingshott, CPD, GPD 

Progressive AE 

(616) 361-2664 

kingshottt@progressiveae.com 

 

 

EVENT COORDINATOR 

Breanna Kooiman 

Progressive AE 

(616) 988-4854 

kooimanb@progressiveae.com 

 

BOARD ADDRESS: 

ASPE Western Michigan 

P.O. Box 150047 

Grand Rapids, MI 49515 

aspewestmichigan@gmail.com 

 

     2022-2023 ASPE Western Michigan Chapter Board 

ASPE Newsletter Editor — Jonathan Burke — jmburke@burkeagency.com 

Volume 37, No. 5 

2023-2024 ASPE Western Michigan Meetings 

September 13th & 14th  
Tyler Ismert  

Schier Products  
Grease Interceptor Sizing 

 

 
 

October 11th & 12th  
Josh Pedraja  

Patton's Medical  

Medical Gas 101 
 

 
 

 
November 8th & 9th 

Dawn Cole 

Quality Water & Air Inc.   
Siphonic Storm Drainage Systems 

December 14th (Christmas Party) 
Cody Mack 

Caleffi North America 
Mixing And Balancing In Domestic 

Hot Water Systems 

 
 

January 10th & 11th 
Thad Kuzma and Joe Hancock  

Flow-Tech Systems 

Legionella Filtration 
 

 
 

 
February 7th & 8th 

Bob Taylor 

McWane Plumbing Group  
The History Of Cast Iron 

March 13th & 14th 
Stadium Design 

Julius Ballanco 
 

 

 
 

April 3rd & 4th 
Marco DeAngelo  

Arkema Inc.  

Codes And Standards In The      
Plenum With Corrosive Waste 

Drainage 
 

 
TBD 

ASPE Annual Golf Outing 
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Cell: (616) 217-1399 
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Western Michigan Chapter 

 

 

Help promote your business and support your local ASPE chapter by advertising in the 2023/2024 Western 
Michigan ASPE Society Newsletter which reaches local plumbing and mechanical engineers as well as local whole-
sale members. Choose the advertising level that best suits your needs. This increase in publicity for your company 
will be an asset for all parties involved.  

 

 

Business card:   $150 

Manufacturer Ads: 

1/8 Page $260 

1/4 Page $475 

Full Page $880 

 
 

Included with your fee:  

(9) issues of the newsletter 

(9) inserts of the Business Card Ad in the newsletter 
 

ASPE will once again be allowing you to rotate your advertisement throughout the year! If you wish to change 
your ad  during the 2023/2024 session, email the new ad to me, and it will be changed in the following newsletter.  

 

Advertising space can be purchased on the West Michigan ASPE website: 

 

Click here to purchase advertising space in the 2023/2024 newsletter 

 
 

Please send a copy of your ads and/or business cards to Jonathan Burke:   

 

Phone: (616) 217-1399        Email: jmburke@burkeagency.com 

 

Thank you for supporting your local ASPE chapter. 

 

 

 

https://aspewestmichigan.com/catalog.php?cat=1

