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Western Michigan Chapter 

Volume 39, No. 4 

December 2025 

Newsletter 

Grand Rapids Meeting: 

 

Location: 

Canopy by Hilton - Grand 
Rapids Downtown 
131 Ionia Avenue SW 

Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

 

Time: 

11:30 Social 

12:00 Presentation & Lunch 

 

Cost:  

$30 per person 

This months meeting info: 

 

Dates: 

December 9th & 10th 

 

Speaker: 

Dustin Gardner  

Sales Service Plus  

 

Subject: 

Engineering Trends in 
Above Ground Valve        

Installation 

Kalamazoo Meeting: 

 

Location: 

Park Club of Kalamazoo  

219 W. South Street  

Kalamazoo , MI 49007 

 

Time: 

11:30 Social 

12:00 Presentation & Lunch 

 

Cost:  

$30 per person 

Toys for Tots 

We’re thrilled to share that this year the West Michigan 

ASPE Chapter is supporting the Toys for Tots program for 

our annual Christmas party! We invite each of you to 

bring a new, unwrapped toy our local Christmas meetings 

to help bring a little joy to children in our community who 

might otherwise go without this holiday season.  

Important Information: 
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Thank you - I want to take a moment to highlight last month’s outstanding presentation 

from our guest speaker, Josh Manion. Josh delivered an exceptional deep dive into the civil 

engineering work behind the new soccer stadium project in Grand Rapids. His 

presentation provided a fascinating look at what it takes to modify live city infrastructure in 

order to integrate a major new building into an existing urban environment. From 

coordinating with utilities to reshaping transportation systems, Josh gave us a behind-the-

scenes appreciation for how complex and impressive these efforts truly are. Thank you 

again to Josh for sharing his expertise with our chapter. 

 

Toys for Tots – Christmas Party Fundraiser 

This month, our chapter is proud to support the Toys for Tots program. Thank you to 

everyone who has already considered participating and to those planning to bring a 

donation. Your generosity will help make the holidays brighter for children across West 

Michigan, and we truly appreciate every contribution, big or small. If you’re able, please 

consider bringing a new, unwrapped toy to our upcoming meeting. Together, we can make 

a meaningful impact on this season. 

 

Warm Holiday Wishes 

As we head into the holiday season, I want to wish each of you a safe, joyful, and 

restorative break. Whether you're spending time with family, traveling, or simply taking a 

moment to slow down, I hope the season brings you peace and happiness. Thank you for 

your continued support of our chapter throughout the year—we look forward to an exciting 

2026 ahead. 

 

 

 

 

Chapter President — Nick VonMyhr 
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 The American Society of Plumbing Engineers has announced the release of an updated 

edition of its flagship reference, Plumbing Engineering Design Handbook, Volume 1: 

Fundamentals of Plumbing Engineering, now available in a convenient eBook format.  

 

Recognized as the industry’s leading technical resource, ASPE’s Plumbing Engineering 

Design Handbook (PEDH) spans more than 50 chapters across four volumes and serves 

as a comprehensive guide to accepted practices and design criteria in the plumbing 

engineering field. Volume 1 focuses on the foundational principles essential for practicing 

engineers and designers, including formulas, standards, specifications, and best practices 

used throughout the industry.  

 

The updated Volume 1 also includes expanded guidance on key topics such as corrosion 

prevention, accessibility design, acoustical control, and value engineering providing 

readers with current practical information to support both project success and 

professional development.  

 

Check out ASPE.org for more information!  

 

 

 

This month we are please to welcome Dustin Gardner from Sales Service Plus to present 

on Best Practices in Backflow Prevention & Protection for our Christmas lunch meeting. 

I have also heard that there may be a jolly person there with some holiday cheer!!  

 

 

VP Legislative — Ryan Groves 

VP Technical — Tom Kingshott 



 6 

 



 7 

 



 8 

 



 9 

 

 

Hello ASPE Members, 

 

We are currently at 102 members in the West Michigan chapter.  

 

For those of you who have a membership expiring by the end of January, you should have 

received an email reminder from the national society already. I will send out follow-up 

reminders to you all as well.  

 

Many of you have memberships that expire or renew at the end of the year, please make 

sure your membership is up to date so you do not miss anything.  

 

When you are renewing your membership, please be sure to select West Michigan as your 

“home chapter”. Any “at large” members may miss out on communication from the 

chapter.  

 

You can also update your chapter affiliation by logging in to ASPE.org, following My Account 

> My Profile, and editing your information.  

 

If you have a coworker interested in joining our chapter, please have them contact me with 

questions about membership.  

 

VP Membership—John Cassady 
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VP—MEMBERSHIP 

John Cassady 

AirTech Equipment 

(616) 648 7703 

Jcassady30@gmail.com 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY 

Travis Smith, CPD 

Progressive Companies 

(616) 988-4862 

tsmith@weareprogressive.com 

 

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 

Jonathan Burke 

Burke Agency 

(616) 217-1399 

jmburke@burkeagency.com 

 

VP—LEGISLATIVE 

Ryan Groves 

RL Deppmann 

(616) 330-9747 

RGroves@Deppmann.com  

 

 

 

PRESIDENT 

Nick Von Myhr 

MVH Engineering 

(616) 322-4713 

nick@mvheng.com  

 

TREASURER 

Chuck Shoudel, CPD, GGP 

Abonmarche Byce 

(269) 488-7195 

cshoudel@abonmarche.com 

 

VP—TECHNICAL 

Tom Kingshott, CPD, GPD 

Progressive Companies 

(616) 361-2664 

kingshottt@weareprogressiveae.com 

 

VP—EDUCATION 

Brian Peceny 

Progressive AE 

(616) 365-6541 

bpeceny@weareprogressiveae.com 

 

 

 

EVENT COORDINATOR 

Breanna Kooiman 

Progressive Companies 

(616) 988-4854 

bkooiman@weareprogressive.com 

 

AYP LIASON 

Ryan Groves 

RL Deppmann 

(616) 330-9747 

RGroves@Deppmann.com  

 

BOARD ADDRESS: 

ASPE Western Michigan 

P.O. Box 150047 

Grand Rapids, MI 49515 

aspewestmichigan@gmail.com 

 

     2025-2026 ASPE Western Michigan Chapter Board 

ASPE Newsletter Editor — Jonathan Burke — jmburke@burkeagency.com 

Volume 39, No. 4 

2025-2026 ASPE Western Michigan Meetings 

September 10th & 11th  
Jerry Thompson 

Spears Manufacturing 
SCH 80 PVC/CPVC Systems 

 

 
 

October 8th & 9th  
John Hernandez 

Bradley Company 

Emergency Eyewash & Shower    
Equipment 

 
 

November 12th & 13th 
Josh Manion 

Progressive Companies 

Municipal/Civil Engineering Interaction 
with Plumbing Engineers 

December 9th & 10th  
Kevin  M. Coyne 

Concoa 
Lab Gases 

 

 
 

January 14th & 15th 
Rich Lussier 

Toto 

ADA Bathroom Design 
 

 
 

February 11th & 12th 
Lauren Berenato 

Bradford White Corp. 

DOE 2026: Commercial Water    
Heater Requirements 

March 11th & 12th 
Tyler Oatmen 

Associated Heating Sales Inc. 
Weil Plumps 

 

 
April 15th & 16th 

Kyle T. Emmons 
JJM Alkaline Technologies 

“A Burning Question” 

 
 

 
May 13th & 14th  

Jeremy Martin  
Highland Tank 

TBD 

 
 

Date: May 18th 
ASPE Annual Golf Outing 
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Are you considering joining ASPE?  

Well, you should! Because it’s hugely beneficial.  

 

1. Professional Development & Education 

• Technical resources: Access to design guides, handbooks, and standards like the 

Plumbing Engineering Design Handbook Series, which are industry staples. 

• Training & webinars: Regular seminars, technical webinars, and certification courses to 

help you grow your skills (e.g., CPD – Certified in Plumbing Design). 

• Continuing education credits: Easily earn CEUs and PDHs to maintain professional 

licensure. 

 

2. Networking & Mentorship 

• Local chapters: ASPE has local chapters nationwide that host technical meetings, site 

tours, and social events—perfect for meeting experienced engineers, designers, and 

manufacturers. 

• Mentorship: Many chapters pair younger engineers with senior professionals who can 

guide you through design challenges and career development. 

• Peer community: You’ll gain a professional network of engineers who share your 

challenges and can help with practical design advice. 

 

3. Career Growth Opportunities 

• Recognition: ASPE membership adds credibility to your résumé and signals 

commitment to professional excellence. 

• Job board & career center: Exclusive access to plumbing and mechanical design 

positions. 

• Leadership opportunities: Joining committees or serving as a chapter officer develops 

management and communication skills early in your career. 

Join ASPE Here!  

https://aspe.org/membership-global-community/join/
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 19 

 

Western Michigan Chapter 

 

 

Help promote your business and support your local ASPE chapter by advertising in the 2024/2025 Western 
Michigan ASPE Society Newsletter which reaches local plumbing and mechanical engineers as well as local whole-
sale members. Choose the advertising level that best suits your needs. This increase in publicity for your company 
will be an asset for all parties involved.  

 

 

Business card:   $150 

Manufacturer Ads: 

1/8 Page $260 

1/4 Page $475 

Full Page $880 

 
 

Included with your fee:  

(9) issues of the newsletter 

(9) inserts of the Business Card Ad in the newsletter 
 

ASPE will once again be allowing you to rotate your advertisement throughout the year! If you wish to change 
your ad  during the 2025/2026 session, email the new ad to me, and it will be changed in the following newsletter.  

 

Advertising space can be purchased on the West Michigan ASPE website: 

 

Click here to purchase advertising space in the 2025/2026 newsletter 

 
 

Please send a copy of your ads and/or business cards to Jonathan Burke:   

 

Phone: (616) 217-1399        Email: jmburke@burkeagency.com 

 

Thank you for supporting your local ASPE chapter. 

 

 

 

https://aspewestmichigan.com/catalog.php?cat=1

