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Grand Rapids Meeting: 

 

Location: 

Canopy by Hilton - Grand 

Rapids Downtown 

131 Ionia Avenue SW 

Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

 

Time: 

11:30 Social 

12:00 Presentation & Lunch 

 

Cost:  

$30 per person 

This months meeting info: 

 

Dates: 

November 8th & 9th 

 

Speaker: 

Brennan Doherty  

MIFAB  

 

Subject: 

Siphonic Storm Drainage 

Systems  

Western Michigan Chapter 

Volume 37, No. 3 

Kalamazoo Meeting: 

 

Location: 

Park Club of Kalamazoo  

219 W. South Street  

Kalamazoo , MI 49007 

 

Time: 

11:30 Social 

12:00 Presentation & Lunch 

 

Cost:  

$30 per person 

November 2023 

Newsletter 

Lunch Meeting in Grand Rapids! 

 

The Grand Rapids meeting will once again be held at 

lunch. Please join us at the Canopy by Hilton in         

downtown Grand Rapids for this months meeting. The 

presentation will begin at noon sharp.  See you there! 

Important Information: 
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First, I’d like to thank Josh Pedraja with Patton Medical. I thought he did a wonderful job 

presenting a great overview of medical gas systems used in hospitals.  We tend to focus 

on hospitals, but you’ll be designing medical gas systems for long term care facilities, 

urgent care and even dental, along with other locations.  The gospel for med gas is NFPA-

99.  If you are planning on doing any medical gas design, it’s a must have. And if you want 

to design systems correctly, you should consider becoming ASSE 6005 certified.  Check 

out opportunities online or reach out to your local medical gas systems representative who 

will be more than happy to help. 

 

Second, thank you for the wonderful turnout in both Grand Rapids and Kalamazoo.  For 

those who came in September but not October in GR, we have a much better room, much 

more comfortable. 

 

Lastly, ASPE membership.  Need a good reason?  How about preparing for and taking the 

CPD (Certified in Plumbing Design).  Why become CPD certified (I like rhetorical 

questions)? Its really the only certification I’m aware of that covers the basics of plumbing 

design for commercial construction. Have a BS in mechanical engineering? Have a 

PE?  Have both?  Did those properly cover how to vent a sanitary system?  You don’t need 

to be an ASPE member to take the CPD, but the cost to take the test is less for ASPE 

members. 

 

 

Chapter President—Brian Peceny 
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Firstly, I would like to thank Josh Pedraja with Patton’s Medical for the excellent medical 

gas presentations given in October. All the feedback received from his presentations has 

only been positive! I would encourage all who work in the medical engineering field to save 

Josh’s contact information and utilize him as a future resource.     

 

This month the ASPE group welcomes Brennan Doherty with MIFAB to talk to us about 

siphonic storm drainage systems. Brennan will be reviewing what the design process looks 

like when incorporating a siphonic system into your buildings design. Brennan will also be 

sharing the many benefits of siphonic systems and how they can save your clients money. 

 

Because of my own limited knowledge regarding this topic, I personally have not done a 

siphonic system in West Michigan. I am hoping that after attending this meeting, I will have 

a better understanding of how the system works and can potentially provide a future client 

with a great product.  I hope to see you there!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VP Technical—Nick Von Myhr 
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Welcome back to a new ASPE season! We are currently at 91 members in the West 

Michigan chapter.  

All new members moving forward will receive a voucher for a free meeting, redeemable at 

checkout when registering for an event.  

 

For those of you who have a membership expiring by the end of November, you should 

have received an email reminder from the national society already. I will send out follow-up 

reminders to you all as well. 

 

When you are renewing your membership, please be sure to select West Michigan as your 

“home chapter”. Any “at large” members may miss out on communication from the 

chapter.  

 

You can also update your chapter affiliation by logging in to ASPE.org and following My 

Account > My Profile and editing your information.  

 

If you have a coworker interested in joining our chapter, please have them reach out to me 

with questions about membership.  

VP Membership—John Cassady 
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I’m going to work to feature an on-demand education opportunity each month as well as a 

running list of available education on-demand opportunities. If you have an educational 

program that offers CEU’s, please let me know and I’ll add to the list! 

 

This month is from Bradley Corporation: 

https://www.bradleycorp.com/ce 

 

Other CEU’s available: 

 

• ASPE: https://education.aspe.org/RLE and https://education.aspe.org/on-demand-

webinars. 

 

• Watts: https://www.watts.com/resources/training 

 

• R.L. Deppmann: https://www.deppmann.com/education/ 

 

Please feel free to contact me with any questions: kingshottt@progressiveae.com.  

VP Education—Tom Kingshott 

https://www.bradleycorp.com/ce
https://education.aspe.org/RLE%20and%20https:/education.aspe.org/on-demand-webinars
https://education.aspe.org/RLE%20and%20https:/education.aspe.org/on-demand-webinars
https://www.watts.com/resources/training
https://www.deppmann.com/education/
mailto:kingshottt@progressiveae.com
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VP Legislative —Luciana Kayo  

Have you noticed that in the recent past, approximately two or three years, owners or 

clients have been requesting more frequently to downsize the domestic water service to 

save money? 

 

You may have performed all the necessary calculations and fixture unit count as required 

by the plumbing code, and designed the domestic water system according to the pressure 

available and maximum recommended water velocities, but still find yourself being pushed 

to reduce the water service to the building? 

 

In this article, we will explore the critical considerations that are essential for ensuring the 

proper operation of a domestic water system. Such a system is crucial for safety, 

consistent water pressure, efficient use, and preventing plumbing issues. Additionally, it 

should be adaptable to future changes, energy-efficient, and focused on maintaining water 

quality while complying with local regulations. Durability and cost savings are important, as 

is the positive environmental impact.  

 

As we explore these aspects of water design, we will highlight their importance and how 

they benefit occupants, the environment, and a building’s long-term success. We will 

stress the need to prioritize these factors over cost-cutting measures that could 

compromise system performance and sustainability. 

 

 Prioritizing Health and Safety 

The main objective of a well-designed domestic water system is to guarantee a safe 

and clean supply of potable water. Waterborne diseases and contaminants pose 

substantial health risks, and a properly engineered system acts as a protective 

shield, ensuring that the water remains free from contamination. This protects all 

aspects of daily life, including drinking, cooking, and personal hygiene. 

 

2.  Consistent Water Pressure 

Consistency in water pressure in a building is very important. Inadequate or 

pressure fluctuations directly affect the operation of plumbing fixtures and 

appliances. Inconsistent water pressure can lead to inconveniences and diminished 

quality of life. 

 

3.  Promoting Efficient Water Usage 

Effective water usage is not only a matter of conserving resources but also a means 

of reducing utility bills and lessening our environmental impact. Properly designed 

systems incorporate features such as efficient distribution, low-flow fixtures, and 

other considerations that minimize waste of water. 
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4. Preventing Plumbing Failures 

A well-designed system helps mitigate the risk of plumbing failures, including leaks 

and burst pipes. This not only avoids costly water damage but also prevents 

structural issues and the inconvenience of repairs and cleanup. 

 

5.  Being Ready for Changes 

A domestic water system should be adaptable to accommodate potential changes or 

expansions within the building. For example, a well thought system would make a 

bathroom addition easy without having to make structural modifications in the 

future. 

 

6.  Saving Energy 

The design of a domestic water system can impact the overall energy efficiency of a 

building. By reducing heat loss from hot water pipes and minimizing the energy 

required for water heating, a well-engineered system contributes to a more 

environmentally friendly and cost-effective building. 

 

7.  Maintaining Water Quality 

Proper system design includes provisions for water treatment and filtration where 

necessary. This is especially crucial in areas with hard water or other water quality 

concerns. It ensures that the water quality remains consistently high over time. 

 

8.  Complying with Regulations 

Adherence to local building codes and regulations is a non-negotiable aspect is 

designing a domestic water system. This is indispensable for ensuring safety, 

maintaining water quality, and remaining legally compliant. 

 

9.  Prioritizing Durability 

A good system is built to last, so parts do not have to be replaced often. A well-

engineered system takes into account the durability of materials and components, 

reducing the need for frequent replacements and maintenance. This not only saves 

money but also minimizes environmental impact. 

 

10.  Achieving Cost Saving 

While an efficient design may necessitate an initial investment, it results in long-

term cost savings. These savings manifest in reduced water and energy bills, as well 

as decreased maintenance and repair costs. 

 

VP Legislative —Luciana Kayo  (continued) 
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11.  Helping the Environment 

Efficient water systems contribute to reducing the overall demand for water 

resources and minimizing the energy required for water heating. These actions have 

positive environmental implications, conserving resources and reducing greenhouse 

gas emissions. 

 

12.  Ensuring Resilience 

A properly designed system enhances resilience against external factors such as 

extreme weather events or water supply issues. Elements like redundancy, backup 

systems, and the use of appropriate materials work in conjunction to guarantee a 

continuous water supply, even in adverse conditions. 

 

In conclusion, having a smart water system in a building is really important. It affects the 

health of the occupants, comfort, and the environment. Therefore, when somebody 

questions your design, list and bring for discussion the potential issues the building may 

experience in the future if the primary concern is cutting costs upfront and forgetting 

about proper system design and user comfort. This may help save a lot of money and avoid 

potential plumbing issues in the future. 

VP Legislative —Luciana Kayo  (continued) 
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VP—MEMBERSHIP 

John Cassady 

AirTech Equipment 

(616) 648 7703 

Jcassady30@gmail.com 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY 

Travis Smith, CPD 

Progressive AE 

(616) 988-4862 

smitht2@progressiveae.com 

 

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 

Jonathan Burke 

Burke Agency 

(616) 217-1399 

jmburke@burkeagency.com 

 

VP—LEGISLATIVE 

Luciana Kayo, CPD 

Comprehensive Engineering 

(616) 737-9227 

lucianak@compeng.com 

 

 

 

PRESIDENT 

Brian Peceny 

Progressive AE 

(616) 365-6541 

pecenyb@progressiveae.com 

 

TREASURER 

Chuck Shoudel, CPD, GGP 

Byce & Associates 

(269) 488-7195 

chuck.shoudel@byce.com 

 

VP—TECHNICAL 

Nick Von Myhr 

GMB 

(616) 322-4713 

nickv@gmb.com 

 

VP—EDUCATION 

Tom Kingshott, CPD, GPD 

Progressive AE 

(616) 361-2664 

kingshottt@progressiveae.com 

 

 

EVENT COORDINATOR 

Breanna Kooiman 

Progressive AE 

(616) 988-4854 

kooimanb@progressiveae.com 

 

BOARD ADDRESS: 

ASPE Western Michigan 

P.O. Box 150047 

Grand Rapids, MI 49515 

aspewestmichigan@gmail.com 

 

     2022-2023 ASPE Western Michigan Chapter Board 

ASPE Newsletter Editor — Jonathan Burke — jmburke@burkeagency.com 

Volume 37, No. 3 

2023-2024 ASPE Western Michigan Meetings 

September 13th & 14th  
Tyler Ismert  

Schier Products  
Grease Interceptor Sizing 

 

 
 

October 11th & 12th  
Josh Pedraja  

Patton's Medical  

Medical Gas 101 
 

 
 

 
November 8th & 9th 

Dawn Cole 

Quality Water & Air Inc.   
Siphonic Storm Drainage Systems 

December 14th (Christmas Party) 
Cody Mack 

Caleffi North America 
Mixing And Balancing In Domestic 

Hot Water Systems 

 
 

January 10th & 11th 
Thad Kuzma and Joe Hancock  

Flow-Tech Systems 

Legionella Filtration 
 

 
 

 
February 7th & 8th 

Bob Taylor 

McWane Plumbing Group  
The History Of Cast Iron 

March 13th & 14th 
Stadium Design 

Julius Ballanco 
 

 

 
 

April 3rd & 4th 
Marco DeAngelo  

Arkema Inc.  

Codes And Standards In The      
Plenum With Corrosive Waste 

Drainage 
 

 
TBD 

ASPE Annual Golf Outing 
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Cell: (616) 217-1399 



 23 

 

Western Michigan Chapter 

 

 

Help promote your business and support your local ASPE chapter by advertising in the 2023/2024 Western 
Michigan ASPE Society Newsletter which reaches local plumbing and mechanical engineers as well as local whole-
sale members. Choose the advertising level that best suits your needs. This increase in publicity for your company 
will be an asset for all parties involved.  

 

 

Business card:   $150 

Manufacturer Ads: 

1/8 Page $260 

1/4 Page $475 

Full Page $880 

 
 

Included with your fee:  

(9) issues of the newsletter 

(9) inserts of the Business Card Ad in the newsletter 
 

ASPE will once again be allowing you to rotate your advertisement throughout the year! If you wish to change 
your ad  during the 2023/2024 session, email the new ad to me, and it will be changed in the following newsletter.  

 

Advertising space can be purchased on the West Michigan ASPE website: 

 

Click here to purchase advertising space in the 2023/2024 newsletter 

 
 

Please send a copy of your ads and/or business cards to Jonathan Burke:   

 

Phone: (616) 217-1399        Email: jmburke@burkeagency.com 

 

Thank you for supporting your local ASPE chapter. 

 

 

 

https://aspewestmichigan.com/catalog.php?cat=1

