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February 2026 

Newsletter 

Grand Rapids Meeting: 

 

Location: 

Canopy by Hilton - Grand 
Rapids Downtown 
131 Ionia Avenue SW 

Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

 

Time: 

11:30 Social 

12:00 Presentation & Lunch 

 

Cost:  

$30 per person 

This months meeting info: 

 

Dates: 

February 11th & 12th 

 

Speaker: 

Jonathan Burke  

Burke Agency  

 

Subject: 

Designing For The DOE 
2026: Commercial Water 

Heater Requirements  

Kalamazoo Meeting: 

 

Location: 

Park Club of Kalamazoo  

219 W. South Street  

Kalamazoo , MI 49007 

 

Time: 

11:30 Social 

12:00 Presentation & Lunch 

 

Cost:  

$30 per person 
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February President’s Message – ASPE West Michigan 

As we move into February, I’d like to thank everyone who continues to support and engage 

with our ASPE West Michigan chapter. Your participation at meetings and events is what 

keeps our chapter strong, active, and relevant within our industry. 

 

I’d like to extend my sincere thank you to the representatives of TOTO for presenting at our 

January meeting. Their presentation on Effective Restroom Design was primarily focused 

on ADA standards, with helpful guidance on key compliance considerations and common 

items to look out for when designing accessible, functional, and user-focused restroom 

spaces. We appreciate TOTO’s continued support of ASPE and their willingness to share 

their expertise with our membership. 

 

For our February meeting, we are excited to welcome Jonathan Burke with Burke Agency 

as our featured speaker. Jonathan will be presenting a comprehensive overview of the 

Department of Energy (DOE) 2026 Commercial Water Heater Requirements and 

Standards. With significant regulatory changes approaching, this presentation will be 

especially valuable for engineers, designers, and industry professionals involved in 

commercial water heating system design and specification. 

 

Presentation highlights include: 

• Defining and understanding the DOE’s 2026 commercial water heater updates 

• Understanding the differences between UEF and Minimum Thermal Efficiency 

• An overview of the four types of venting for water heaters 

• How to design retrofit projects utilizing Category I / atmospheric venting for heavy-duty 

commercial gas water heater applications 

• Guidance on when to specify volume water heaters 

Chapter President — Nick VonMyhr 
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This session will provide practical, real-world insight into how upcoming DOE requirements 

may impact both new construction and retrofit projects. We encourage all members to 

attend and take advantage of this opportunity to stay informed and prepared. 

 

I look forward to seeing you!  

 

 

 

This month we welcome our very own Jonathon Burke presenting on Designing for the DOE 

2026: Commercial Water Heater Requirements. 

 

In addition, we are starting to schedule for the 2026-2027 ASPE year- if there are any 

presentation ideas, please send them to me at tkingshott@weareprogressive.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter President — Nick VonMyhr (continued) 

VP Technical — Tom Kingshott 

mailto:tkingshott@weareprogressive.com
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Hello ASPE Members, 

 

We are currently at 100 members in the West Michigan chapter.  

 

For those of you who have a membership expiring by the end of March, you should have 

received an email reminder from the national society already. I will send out follow-up 

reminders to you all as well.  

 

When you are renewing your membership, please be sure to select West Michigan as your 

“home chapter”. Any “at large” members may miss out on communication from the 

chapter.  

 

You can also update your chapter affiliation by logging in to ASPE.org, following My Account 

> My Profile, and editing your information.  

 

If you have a coworker interested in joining our chapter, please have them contact me with 

questions about membership.  

 

VP Membership—John Cassady 
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ASPE is pleased to announce that applications are now open for the 2026 ASPE Alfred 

Steele Scholarship. Named in honor of Alfred Steele, a long-time ASPE member and 

pioneer in plumbing engineering education. This scholarship supports the next generation 

of engineers and designers pursuing careers in our industry. It reflects ASPE’s ongoing 

commitment to advancing professional development and academic excellence.  

 

The Alfred Steele Scholarship is available exclusively to ASPE members and their 

immediate family members who are enrolled, or plan to enroll in a full-time engineering 

program at an accredited college, university, or technical school. Applicants must maintain 

a minimum 3.0 GPA and be taking at least 12 credit hours to qualify. This program is 

designed to help dedicated students achieve their educational goals and prepare for 

successful careers in engineering.  

 

Completed applications must be submitted online no later than April 30, 2026. The ASPE 

Scholarship Selection Committee will review all submissions and determine award 

recipients, with scholarship announcements scheduled for July 2026. Up to $5,000 in 

scholarship funds may be awarded to qualified applicants. ASPE’s Board of Directors 

reserves the right to make final determinations regarding scholarship awards.  

 

Visit ASPE.org for more information!  

 

 

VP Legislative — Ryan Groves 
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VP—MEMBERSHIP 

John Cassady 

AirTech Equipment 

(616) 648 7703 

Jcassady30@gmail.com 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY 

Travis Smith, CPD 

Progressive Companies 

(616) 988-4862 

tsmith@weareprogressive.com 

 

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 

Jonathan Burke 

Burke Agency 

(616) 217-1399 

jmburke@burkeagency.com 

 

VP—LEGISLATIVE 

Ryan Groves 

RL Deppmann 

(616) 330-9747 

RGroves@Deppmann.com  

 

 

 

PRESIDENT 

Nick Von Myhr 

MVH Engineering 

(616) 322-4713 

nick@mvheng.com  

 

TREASURER 

Chuck Shoudel, CPD, GGP 

Abonmarche Byce 

(269) 488-7195 

cshoudel@abonmarche.com 

 

VP—TECHNICAL 

Tom Kingshott, CPD, GPD 

Progressive Companies 

(616) 361-2664 

kingshottt@weareprogressiveae.com 

 

VP—EDUCATION 

Brian Peceny 

Progressive AE 

(616) 365-6541 

bpeceny@weareprogressiveae.com 

 

 

 

EVENT COORDINATOR 

Breanna Kooiman 

Progressive Companies 

(616) 988-4854 

bkooiman@weareprogressive.com 

 

AYP LIASON 

Ryan Groves 

RL Deppmann 

(616) 330-9747 

RGroves@Deppmann.com  

 

BOARD ADDRESS: 

ASPE Western Michigan 

P.O. Box 150047 

Grand Rapids, MI 49515 

aspewestmichigan@gmail.com 

 

     2025-2026 ASPE Western Michigan Chapter Board 

ASPE Newsletter Editor — Jonathan Burke — jmburke@burkeagency.com 

Volume 39, No. 6 

2025-2026 ASPE Western Michigan Meetings 

September 10th & 11th  
Jerry Thompson 

Spears Manufacturing 
SCH 80 PVC/CPVC Systems 

 

 
 

October 8th & 9th  
John Hernandez 

Bradley Company 

Emergency Eyewash & Shower    
Equipment 

 
 

November 12th & 13th 
Josh Manion 

Progressive Companies 

Municipal/Civil Engineering Interaction 
with Plumbing Engineers 

December 9th & 10th  
Kevin  M. Coyne 

Concoa 
Lab Gases 

 

 
 

January 14th & 15th 
Rich Lussier 

Toto 

ADA Bathroom Design 
 

 
 

February 11th & 12th 
Lauren Berenato 

Bradford White Corp. 

DOE 2026: Commercial Water    
Heater Requirements 

March 11th & 12th 
Tyler Oatmen 

Associated Heating Sales Inc. 
Weil Plumps 

 

 
April 15th & 16th 

Kyle T. Emmons 
JJM Alkaline Technologies 

“A Burning Question” 

 
 

 
May 13th & 14th  

Jeremy Martin  
Highland Tank 

TBD 

 
 

Date: May 18th 
ASPE Annual Golf Outing 
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Are you considering joining ASPE?  

Well, you should! Because it’s hugely beneficial.  

 

1. Professional Development & Education 

• Technical resources: Access to design guides, handbooks, and standards like the 

Plumbing Engineering Design Handbook Series, which are industry staples. 

• Training & webinars: Regular seminars, technical webinars, and certification courses to 

help you grow your skills (e.g., CPD – Certified in Plumbing Design). 

• Continuing education credits: Easily earn CEUs and PDHs to maintain professional 

licensure. 

 

2. Networking & Mentorship 

• Local chapters: ASPE has local chapters nationwide that host technical meetings, site 

tours, and social events—perfect for meeting experienced engineers, designers, and 

manufacturers. 

• Mentorship: Many chapters pair younger engineers with senior professionals who can 

guide you through design challenges and career development. 

• Peer community: You’ll gain a professional network of engineers who share your 

challenges and can help with practical design advice. 

 

3. Career Growth Opportunities 

• Recognition: ASPE membership adds credibility to your résumé and signals 

commitment to professional excellence. 

• Job board & career center: Exclusive access to plumbing and mechanical design 

positions. 

• Leadership opportunities: Joining committees or serving as a chapter officer develops 

management and communication skills early in your career. 

Join ASPE Here!  

https://aspe.org/membership-global-community/join/
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Western Michigan Chapter 

 

 

Help promote your business and support your local ASPE chapter by advertising in the 2024/2025 Western 
Michigan ASPE Society Newsletter which reaches local plumbing and mechanical engineers as well as local whole-
sale members. Choose the advertising level that best suits your needs. This increase in publicity for your company 
will be an asset for all parties involved.  

 

 

Business card:   $150 

Manufacturer Ads: 

1/8 Page $260 

1/4 Page $475 

Full Page $880 

 
 

Included with your fee:  

(9) issues of the newsletter 

(9) inserts of the Business Card Ad in the newsletter 
 

ASPE will once again be allowing you to rotate your advertisement throughout the year! If you wish to change 
your ad  during the 2025/2026 session, email the new ad to me, and it will be changed in the following newsletter.  

 

Advertising space can be purchased on the West Michigan ASPE website: 

 

Click here to purchase advertising space in the 2025/2026 newsletter 

 
 

Please send a copy of your ads and/or business cards to Jonathan Burke:   

 

Phone: (616) 217-1399        Email: jmburke@burkeagency.com 

 

Thank you for supporting your local ASPE chapter. 

 

 

 

https://aspewestmichigan.com/catalog.php?cat=1

