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Kalamazoo Meeting: 

 

Location: 

No meeting this month 

This months meeting info: 

 

Dates: 

December 12th 

 

Speaker: 

Charlie Watson 

Dave Watson and            

Associates 

 

Subject: 

Cross Connection Control 

Western Michigan Chapter 

Volume 38, No. 4 

Christmas Party: 

 

Location: 

Gun Lake Casino—Harvest Buffet 

1123 129th Ave 

Wayland, MI 49348  

 

Time: 

4:30 Social 

5:30 Presentation & Dinner 

 

Cost:  

$30 per person 

December 2024 

Newsletter 

Important Information: 

Party Time! 
 

We hope to see you at this year’s ASPE       

Christmas Party at Gun Lake Casino. For those 

of you who can come, please note our room is 

located near the Harvest Buffet on the Northern 

end of the Casino.  

See you Thursday! 
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Happy Holidays! 

 

For December we like to mix it up a little and switch our monthly lunch meetings in Grand 

Rapids and Kalamazoo to a single dinner meeting.  This year we’ve selected to meet at the 

Gun Lake Casino.  Its about as close to halfway between Kalamazoo and Grand Rapids 

that we could find so we are hoping to have a good mix of northerners and southerners at 

this meeting.  Also looking for our members who have a hard time making our lunch 

meetings to enjoy this evening meeting. 

 

We look at this meeting to be a combine standard lesson topic with CEU’s as well as a 

celebration.  We promise a casual and fun evening.  We will also be visited by ASPE-WM’s 

Santa who will have gifts for all (or some) of west Michigan’s best engineers and reps. 

 

So, please make the effort for a little extra travel time and join us on December 12. 

Chapter President—Brian Peceny 
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Hello Everyone,  

 

I would like to give a shoutout to Jonny Pingry with Guardian for last month’s excellent 

presentation on Regulations and standards for Emergency eyewash equipment. A very well

-rounded presentation, with lots of great information. I would encourage everyone to save 

Jonny's contact information for any future emergency shower and eyewash questions.  

 

For the month of December, the West Michigan ASPE team welcomes Charlie Watson with 

Watson Associates to discuss Cross Connection Control. Charlie comes to us with a 

lifetime of experience when dealing with cross contamination solutions. Properly protecting 

the public water service is a priority for all domestic system engineers. This month is our 

annual Christmas party, please join us in having a good time, enjoying some laughs, and 

learning more about an important topic.    

 

I look forward to seeing you all at there!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VP Technical—Nick Von Myhr 
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We are currently at 93 members 

in the West Michigan chapter. Please join me in welcoming April Burt to our chapter! 

 

If you know anyone interested in joining our chapter, please have them reach out. All new 

members will receive a voucher for a free meeting, redeemable at checkout when 

registering for an event.  

 

For those of you who have a membership expiring by the end of January, you should have 

received an email reminder from the national society already. I will send out follow-up 

reminders to you all as well.  

 

When you are renewing your membership, please be sure to select West Michigan as your 

“home chapter”. Any “at large” members may miss out on communication from the 

chapter.  

 

You can also update your chapter affiliation by logging in to ASPE.org, following My Account 

> My Profile, and editing your information.  

 

If you have a coworker 

interested in joining our 

chapter, please have them 

contact me with questions 

about membership.  

 

VP Membership—John Cassady 
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VP Legislative —Luciana Kayo  

Lead exposure through drinking water is a serious health risk, particularly for children, as it 

can impair brain development and cognitive function. To accelerate the replacement of 

lead water pipes, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has partnered with the 

City of Fernandale, Michigan, addressing critical public health and water safety concerns. 

This effort is part of the EPA’s "Get the Lead Out" program, funded by the historic 

Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, which aims to replace lead pipes in approximately 200 

communities across the U.S. 

 

The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law designates $15 billion specifically for lead pipe 

replacement nationwide, with a substantial portion allocated to Michigan. An additional 

$11.7 billion supports broader water safety and lead replacement efforts through a 

revolving fund. 

 

Underserved communities often lack the resources for lead pipe replacement projects. 

Through "Get the Lead Out," the EPA provides technical assistance to guide these areas in 

planning, securing funding, and accessing critical federal resources. This initiative reflects 

the EPA’s commitment to prioritizing safe drinking water for all. 

 

With Michigan’s history of lead contamination concerns, the EPA partnership seeks to 

address persistent water quality issues, giving residents greater confidence in their water’s 

safety. Michigan has led the way in lead risk management, enforcing strict lead and copper 

standards since 2018 and dedicating over $5 billion to water infrastructure improvements. 

 

The "Get the Lead Out" program focuses on identifying lead pipes, developing replacement 

plans, engaging with communities, and securing funding to establish a lead-free water 

system. Federal support plays a crucial role in advancing Michigan’s clean water 

objectives. 

 

The EPA estimates that about nine million lead service lines remain active across the U.S. 

To assist communities, it offers the WaterTA platform, a technical assistance hub. Updates 

to the Lead and Copper Rule now mandate expanded testing, stricter timelines for lead 

removal, and improved public communication on water quality. 

 

Michigan’s proactive measures align with the EPA’s national goal of lead-free drinking 

water, as supported by the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law.  

 

The "Get the Lead Out" program represents strategic federal-local collaboration, providing 

resources and guidance to replace lead service lines and enhance water safety.  

 

Continued on page 12... 
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VP Legislative —Luciana Kayo  (continued) 

The Michigan partnership highlights how federal support can drive meaningful 

improvements in local water quality, fostering a healthier and safer future for all. 

 

For more information on funding services for lead pipe replacement, visit: https://

www.epa.gov/ground-water-and-drinking-water/identifying-funding-sources-lead-service-

line-replacement#LawsAndPolicies 

 

EPA’s WaterTA program: https://www.epa.gov/water-infrastructure/water-technical-

assistance-waterta  

https://www.epa.gov/ground-water-and-drinking-water/identifying-funding-sources-lead-service-line-replacement#LawsAndPolicies
https://www.epa.gov/ground-water-and-drinking-water/identifying-funding-sources-lead-service-line-replacement#LawsAndPolicies
https://www.epa.gov/ground-water-and-drinking-water/identifying-funding-sources-lead-service-line-replacement#LawsAndPolicies
https://www.epa.gov/water-infrastructure/water-technical-assistance-waterta
https://www.epa.gov/water-infrastructure/water-technical-assistance-waterta
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VP—MEMBERSHIP 

John Cassady 

AirTech Equipment 

(616) 648 7703 

Jcassady30@gmail.com 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY 

Travis Smith, CPD 

Progressive AE 

(616) 988-4862 

smitht2@progressiveae.com 

 

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 

Jonathan Burke 

Burke Agency 

(616) 217-1399 

jmburke@burkeagency.com 

 

VP—LEGISLATIVE 

Luciana Kayo, CPD 

Comprehensive Engineering 

(616) 737-9227 

lucianak@compeng.com 

 

 

 

PRESIDENT 

Brian Peceny 

Progressive AE 

(616) 365-6541 

pecenyb@progressiveae.com 

 

TREASURER 

Chuck Shoudel, CPD, GGP 

Abonmarche Byce 

(269) 488-7195 

cshoudel@abonmarche.com 

 

VP—TECHNICAL 

Nick Von Myhr 

GMB 

(616) 322-4713 

nickv@gmb.com 

 

VP—EDUCATION 

Tom Kingshott, CPD, GPD 

Progressive AE 

(616) 361-2664 

kingshottt@progressiveae.com 

 

 

EVENT COORDINATOR 

Breanna Kooiman 

Progressive AE 

(616) 988-4854 

kooimanb@progressiveae.com 

 

BOARD ADDRESS: 

ASPE Western Michigan 

P.O. Box 150047 

Grand Rapids, MI 49515 

aspewestmichigan@gmail.com 

 

     2024-2025 ASPE Western Michigan Chapter Board 

ASPE Newsletter Editor — Jonathan Burke — jmburke@burkeagency.com 

Volume 38, No. 4 

2024-2025 ASPE Western Michigan Meetings 

September 4th & 5th  
Tony DeDionisio  

American Gas Safety  
Gas Safety Design 

 

 
 

October 9th & 10th  
Tyler Oatmen  

Associated Heating Sales   

Commercial Lift Station Design 
 

 
 

 
November 20th & 21st 

Jonny Pingry  

Guardian Equipment    
Emergency Eyewash & Safety Showers 

December 12th (Christmas Party) 
Charlie Watson  

Dave Watson and Associates  
Cross Connection Control 

 

 
 

January 8th & 9th 
Kenyatta Ribeiro  

Oasis International  

Clean Drinking Water Solutions 
 

 
 

 
February 12th & 13th 

Brent 

Exceptional Sales 
Schier Oil Separators  

March 13th & 14th 
Taylor 

Xylem Pumps  
Pump Sizing & Pressure Loss  

Calculation 

 
 

April 3rd & 4th 
Nick Turner 

Voidform Systems  

 
 

May 7th & 8th  
Dave Harth 

Hedrick 
Instantaneous Water Heaters & 

Heat Pump Technologies 

 
 

May 19th 
ASPE Annual Golf Outing 
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Volume 38, No. 4 
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Volume 38, No. 4 

Cell: (616) 217-1399 
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Western Michigan Chapter 

 

 

Help promote your business and support your local ASPE chapter by advertising in the 2024/2025 Western 
Michigan ASPE Society Newsletter which reaches local plumbing and mechanical engineers as well as local whole-
sale members. Choose the advertising level that best suits your needs. This increase in publicity for your company 
will be an asset for all parties involved.  

 

 

Business card:   $150 

Manufacturer Ads: 

1/8 Page $260 

1/4 Page $475 

Full Page $880 

 
 

Included with your fee:  

(9) issues of the newsletter 

(9) inserts of the Business Card Ad in the newsletter 
 

ASPE will once again be allowing you to rotate your advertisement throughout the year! If you wish to change 
your ad  during the 2024/2025 session, email the new ad to me, and it will be changed in the following newsletter.  

 

Advertising space can be purchased on the West Michigan ASPE website: 

 

Click here to purchase advertising space in the 2024/2025 newsletter 

 
 

Please send a copy of your ads and/or business cards to Jonathan Burke:   

 

Phone: (616) 217-1399        Email: jmburke@burkeagency.com 

 

Thank you for supporting your local ASPE chapter. 

 

 

 

https://aspewestmichigan.com/catalog.php?cat=1

